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FEIENDS  OF  AMERICA  IN  ENGLAND. 


HANDEL   COSHAM,  E«q[. 

Handel  Cosh  am  gives  freely  of  his  wealth,  devotes  a  large 
portion  of  his  time,  and  often  uses  his  tongue  on  behalf  of 
Sunday-schools,  temperance,  financial  and  parliamentary  re- 
forms, and  a  separation  of  the  Church  from  the  State.  Long 
popular  in  the  western  counties  of  England  (Somersetshire, 
Gloucestershire,  and  Worcestershire,)  he  was  not  generally 
known  in  Lancashire  unt.l  he  spoke  a  few  times  in  Man- 
chester on  the  American  question.  He  is  a  plain  but  force- 
ful speaker.  Tall,  strongly  built,  of  powerful  voice,  homely 
style,  genial  manner,  bold  in  denunciation,  he  wins  and  com- 
mands every  audience  he  addresses.  Full  of  facts  as  sugar 
is  of  fattening  power,  ready  with  a  "  ready  reckoner"  on  all 
subjects,  apt  at  Biblical  references,  hating  ignorance,  vice  and 
oppresion — he  is  a  powerful  advocate  and  a  dangerous  adver- 
sary. Not  prolix,  ready  at  illustration,  vigorous  in  delivery  ^ 
well-read  on  many  subjects,  and  always  master  of  topics  he 
talks  about — he  instructs  and  pleases  an  assembly.  There 
is  a  peculiar  nasal  sound  in  his  speaking.  It  is  most  no- 
ticeable for  the  first  five  minutes.  As  he  warms  with  his 
subject,  the  twang  diminishes,  and  seems  to  become  less  dis- 
cordant—  nay,  it  appears  almost  agreeable!  It  is  a  pecu- 
liarity of  the  man  in  speaking  very  different  from  that  of 
Lord  Stanley.  The  noble  Lord  has  an  affection  of  the  '-roff" 
of  his  -mouth  that  makes  ic  painful  to  listen  to  the  long 
speeches  of  the  well-meaning  son  of  Earl  Derby. 

It  could  be  easily  predicated  that  Mr.  Cosham  would  be  a 
devoted  friend  of  the  North,  and  an  intense  enemy  of  the 
South.  A.  large  employer  of  labor — an  employer  of  that 
class  (colliers)  who  are  not  proverbial  in  England  for  their 
morality  and  intellectual  refinement — yet  he  was  and  is  a 
friend  and  demander  of  universal  suffrage  for  the  working 
classes  !  Often  he  has,  in  his  literary  lectures,  uttered  ap- 
proving words  on  American  institutions.  He  has  praised  the 
republicanism  of  the  United  States,  and  declared  that,  unless 
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the  people  of  England  obtain  a  large  measure  of  reform  very 
soon,  the  republicanism  of  the  New  World  will  surpass  the 
splendor  and  beat  the  commerce  of  the  Old.  It  is  fortunate 
for  Handel  Cosham  that  he  is  a  man  of  wealth! 

In  1863,  Mr  Cosham  delivered  in  many  places  a  valuable 
lecture  that  was  published  in  March  of  the  same  year.  It 
was  extensively  circulated  by  the  "  The  Ladies'  London  Eman- 
cipation Society,"  and  by  the  "  Union  and  Emancipation 
Society  "  of  Manchester.  The  lecture  thrilled  thousands  of 
persons,  and  changed  the  absurd  opinions  of  many  ignorant 
friends  of  the  South.  The  lecture  was  entitled,  "  America  ; 
Past,  Present  and  future.  "  With  the  exception  of  Professor 
Cairnes'  "  He  volution  in  America,"  the  work  was  the  ablest 
pamphlet  published  in  England  during  the  raging  of  the 
strife.  It  manifested  that  its  author  had  profoundly  studied 
the  history,  the  resources,  and  the  politics  of  our  country. 

To  give  our  readers  an  insight  into  the  graphic  style  of 
Mr.  Cosham,  and  to  show  his  earnest  and  disinterested  sym- 
pathy with  our  triumphant  cause  and  prosperous  country, 
we  extract  the  concludiug  sentences  from  this  first  lecture  of 
our  brave  champion.    He  says  : — 

"For  the  sake  of  what  we  have  done  relative  to  slavery 
in  the  past,  let  us  resolve  to  make  this  an  occasion  for  ren- 
dering ourselves  forever  free  from  the  spirit  of  supporting- 
slave  labor ;  for  the  sake,  too,  of  those  toiling  millions  who 
have  borne  their  privations  and  sufferings  so  nobly,  so  hero- 
ically, and  so  patiently,  and  who,  amidst  all  their  sorrows 
(to  their  honor  be  it  spoken)  have  never  asked  us  to  break 
the  blockade  or  recognize  the  South  ;  and  who,  I  verily  be- 
lieve, would  rather  suffer  on,  than  that  we  should  join  hands 
with  '  men-stealers  '  and  sellers  of  their  own  flesh  and  blood  : 
for  the  sake  of  these,  I  say,  let  us  hope  that  the  North  may 
succeed  in  crushing  a  rebellion  that  had  slavery  for  its  origin 
and  human  degradation  for  its  end.  Above  all,  for  the  sake 
of  that  religion  which  has  long  been  outraged  by  the  South- 
ern States  of  America,  and  through  their  influence  has  also 
been  insulted  and  trampled  upon  in  the  North,  let  us  hope 
and  pray  that  peace  and  prosperity  may  soon  dawn  upon 
that  land.  Let  us  pray  that  peace  may  again  smile  upon 
America;  and  that  in  the  same  grave  in  which  the  imple- 
ments of  war  are  buried  shall  also  be  ended  the  chains  of 


the  slave;  and  that  with  slavery  and  war  (earth's  two  great- 
est curses)  removed,  America  may  have  before  her  a  career 
of  prosperity  that  shall  eclipse  the  past ;  and  that  God,  even 
our  God,  may  bless  her,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  may 
own  his  salvation." 

The  words  of  this  modern  Ironside  have  been  a  blessing 
to  many  Englishmen,  and  his  prayer  of  pare  love  has  been 
answered. 

Eminently  critical  and  sententious,  he  could  not  rest  until 
he  had  proved  and  exposed  the  chicane  of  Southern  writers 
on  the  platform.  He  prepared  a  lecture  that  he  designated 
"The  American  War.  Facts  and  Fallacies."  In  this  he 
makes  the  avowal  (not  at  all  necessary  in  his  case)  and  de- 
clares : — "  I  have  never  made  an}7  secret  of  the  fact  that, 
from  beginning  to  end,  my  sympathy  has  been  with  the 
North  during  the  present  struggle,  and  I  rejoice  in  the  con- 
viction that  the  infamous  attempt  to  create  a  great  slave 
empire  has  failed,  and  that  for  the  future  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  will  be  in  favor  of  liberty  and  against 
slavery."  Though  frequently  delivered,  this  lecture  was 
not  published  until  April,  1864.  To  exhibit  the  sharp  logic 
of  our  friend,  and  his  deep  insight  into  onr  political  history, 
we  make  one  more  extract  from  works  that  are  not  known 
among  our  readers.  He  enters  upon  the  task  of  refuting 
"fallacies"  with  Epictetean  brevity  and  directness,  thus:- — 

"  There  are  two  reasons  why  I  have  felt  so  strongly  and 
spoken  so  earnestly  on  the  subject,  First,  because  the  South 
has  never  shown  one  tittle  of  legal  or  moral  justification  for 
this  rebellion.  They  could  not  say  they  had  been  oppressed, 
for  the  Government  had  been  for  fifty  years  almost  entirely 
in  their  own  hands,  and  the  whole  policy  of  the  country  had 
been  framed  to  meet  their  views  and  wishes ;  in  fact,  they 
had  paid  far  less  and  received  far  more  from  the  Government 
than  the  North.  Second,  another  reason  why  I  have  felt  that 
the  South  was  not  entitled  to  our  sympathy  was  because  they 
appealed  from  reason  and  constitutional  law  to  bullets  and 
bloodshed.  They  refused  to  submit  their  case  to  the  arbitra- 
tion of  argument  and  public  ©pinion,  and  resolved  to  plunge 
their  country  into  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  rather  than 
allow  the  system  that  is  condemned  by  the  almost  universal 
conscience  of  man,  and  the  verdict  of  the  whole  civilized 
world,  to  be  checked  or  confined." 
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We  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  the  conclusion  of  this  emi- 
nently logical  and' earnest  lecture.  It  is  a  strong  "  protest," 
and  an  affectionate  appeal  to  his  countrymen.  Its  simple 
eloquence  sounds  like  the  notes  of  a  dirge  of  sorrow  blending 
with  a  hymn  of  victory  ;  and  as  the  expressive  Saxon  words 
are  uttered  by  his  strong  and  commanding  voice,  the  multi" 
tude  cheer  for  the  North,  whilst  the  haggard  form  of  treason 
against  God  and  man  shrinks  into  outer  darkness !  Listen, 
O  Americans !  to  the  throbbing  heart  of  one  of  your  truest 
friends  who  breaks  his  bread  on  English  soil.    He  says : 

"  I  now  leave  the  subject  with  you.  I  speak  plainly,  be- 
cause I  feel  deeply  on  the  question.  [  confess  I  am  pained 
to  see  a  want  of  sympathy  between  this  country  and  America. 

*  There  are  men,  and  organs  of  public  opinion,  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic,  who  seem  bent  upon  setting,  if  possible,  these 
two  great  Anglo  Saxon  nations  at  variance  and  war.  Gen- 
tlemen, I  protest  against  this  course.  No  man  can  commit  a 
greater  crime  against  both  countries  than  to  misrepresent 
them,  and  thus  help  to  produce  discord  and  strife.  We  ought 
to  try  and  keep  peace  with  the  world ;  but  we  ought  especi- 
ally to  try  and  keep  peace  with  America- — and  America  ought 
to  do  the  same  with  England.    There  must  be  no  strife  be- 

-  tween  us — '  we  are  brethren.'  What  I  ask  then,  to-night,  is 
perfect  and  absolute  neutrality  on  the  part  of  our  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  ask  that  our  Government  should  lend  a  par- 
ticle of  material  aid  to  the  North,  and  I  protest  against  their 
rendering  the  slightest  to  the  South.  Our  motto  should  be 
neutrality  from  the  Government  and  moral  sympathy  for  the 
North  from  ourselves,  in  the  great  struggle  in  which  they 
are  engaged." 

Thus  spoke  this  God-fearing  man,  who  believes  (in  the 
words  of  Lancashire's  sweetest  poet:) 

"  God  judgeth  justly,  and  will  bring 
Grief  for  the  mischief  that  we  do; 
We  cannot  do  an  evil  thing;, 
But  we  shall  suffer  too." 

In  a  pretty  spot,  amid  trees  of  richest  foliage,  green  pas- 
tures, clear  rills  of  water,  and  heat  giving  mines;  amid  the 
beauties  and  perfume  of  flowers  ;  where  nightingales  meet 
to  fill  the  air  with  echoes  from  the  realms  of  joy  ;  where  bees 
industriously  gather  sweets  from  modest  violet  and  blushing 
rose  ;  where  labor  clothes  itself  in  self-respect,  and  practices 
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temperance,  prudence,  and  manliness — >is  the  dwelling  place, 
the  home  of  Handel  Cosham.  Children  gather  round  him 
to  repeat  their  hymns  and  receive  his  praise.  Happy  wives 
look  delight  upon  the  considerate  employer  of  their  husbands. 
Working  Mens'  Associations  applaud  him  for  assisting  them 
with  money  and  time.  Society  feels  and  is  benefitted  by  the 
power  of  his  thoughts,  the  force  of  his  language,  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  heart.  Long  may  he  live  to  help  the  weak 
and  defend  the  oppressed ! 
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